














�  |  WESTERN INTEGRATED PEST MANAGEMENT CENTER  |  JUNE 2009

The Western Front is published three 
times a year by the Western Integrated 
Pest Management Center (WIPMC) 
at 4249 Meyer Hall, University of 
California, One Shields Ave., Davis, CA, 
95616. The newsletter is available online 
at www.wripmc.org. The WIPMC is 
supported by a grant from USDA-CSREES. 

Director: 
Rick Melnicoe, (530) 754-8378 
E-mail: rsmelnicoe@ucdavis.edu

Editing and Design:
Diane Clarke, (530) 752-7011
E-mail: dmclarke@ucdavis.edu

Acknowledgements:
Banner images: wheat field, Rick Melnicoe, 
WIPMC; Seattle skyscrapers, Denny 
Fleenor, Washington State University; and 
creek in foothills, Suzanne Paisley, ANR 
Communication Services. 

Mark Your Calendar
2009
July

•	 International Society of Arboriculture Annual Meeting, July 
24–29, Providence, Rhode Island. 

	 http://www.isa-arbor.com/conference/
•	 Mycological Society of America and Botanical Society of 

America Annual Conference, July 25–30, Snowbird, Utah. 
http://www.botanyconference.org/

August
•	 APS Annual Meeting in conjunction with APS Pacific Division 

Meeting. July 30–August 6, Portland, Oregon. http://meeting.
apsnet.org/default.cfm

•	 Pest and Disease Diagnostics for International Trade and 
Food Security, August 10–21, Wooster, Ohio. 

	 http://plantpath.osu.edu/extension/international/
•	 North American Pesticide Applicator Certification & Safety 

Education Workshop, August 10–13, Charleston, South 
Carolina. 

•	 Society for Invertebrate Pathology, August 16–20, Park City, 
Utah. http://www.sipweb.org/meeting.cfm

The WIPMC-funded work group on Increasing Regional 
Communication to Improve Orchard Spray Application Efficiency met 
in Portland, Oregon, on January 13. The meeting had two objectives: 
(1) to connect interested parties from around the western United States 
—public and private—concerned with improving pesticide application 
efficiency, and (2) to hear what those interested parties have been doing 
and plan to do in the area of spray application efficiency. The following 
presentations were made:

•	 The Effect of Riparian Vegetation on Surface Water Loading of 
Aerial and Ground-Applied Organophosphate Pesticides in Cherry 
Production (Dr. Jeffrey Jenkins, http://emt.oregonstate.edu/
people/faculty/jeffrey-jenkins, Department of Environmental and 
Molecular Toxicology, Oregon State University)

•	 Spray Efficiency (Dr. Ken Giles, http://bae.engineering.ucdavis.
edu/pages/faculty/giles.html, Department of Biological and 
Agricultural Engineering, University of California, Davis)

•	 USDA Research Review: National Application Technology Lab 
(Dr. Rich Derksen, http://www.ars.usda.gov/pandp/people/
people.htm?personid=1353, USDA-ARS Application Technology 
Research Unit, Wooster, Ohio)

•	 Applied Research in Spray Efficiency/Drift Management (by Franz 
Niederholzer, http://cesutter.ucdavis.edu/Orchard_Crops612/, 
University of California Cooperative Extension, Sutter-Yuba 
Counties)

•	 Training Options: Web-based Adobe Presenter, Narrated 
PowerPoints®, and Audience Response Systems (by Carol Ramsay, 
http://entomology.wsu.edu/Profiles/ramsay.html, Washington 
State University)

•	 Air-Blast Sprayer Calibration/Set-up: A Manufacturer’s Perspective 
(by Kim Blagborne, Owner, Slimline Manufacturing, http://www.
turbomist.com/default.cfm, Penticton, British Columbia)

The audience included pest control consultants, extension educators, 
growers, and researchers from Washington, Oregon, and California.

Direct outcomes from this meeting include:
•	 A $50,000 planning grant proposal, titled “Development of a Smart 

Targeted Spray Application Technology Roadmap for Specialty 
Crops” was submitted to the Specialty Crop Research Initiative 
(SCRI) program by Washington State University. Co-Project 

Directors from 
University of 
California, Oregon 
State University, 
USDA-ARS, and 
Cornell University 
contributed to 
the grant. The 
involvement of 
the University of 
California and 
USDA-ARS in 
this proposal was 
a direct result of 
contacts made at 
the Portland work 
group meeting.

•	 The University of 
California Division 
of Agriculture and Natural Resources leased a low-drift Turbo-Mist 
tower sprayer for on-farm research and grower demonstrations 
beginning in April. Turbo-Mist sprayers are built by Slimline 
Manufacturing, owned by Kim Blagbourne, one of the presenters at 
the meeting.

Contact Franz Niederholzer at fjniederholzer@ucdavis.edu. 
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September
•	 5th National Small Farms Conference, September 15–19, 

Springfield, Illinois.
	 http://www.conferences.uiuc.edu/conferences/

conferenceviewer2/view.cfm?conf=20033
•	 IR-4 Food Use Workshop, September 15–16, Cleveland, Ohio. 

http://ir4.rutgers.edu/
December

•	 2009 National Soybean Rust Symposium, December 9–11, 
New Orleans, Louisiana.

	 http://www.apsnet.org/online/sbr/
•	 Entomological Society of America, December 13–16, 

Indianapolis, Indiana. 
	 http://www.entsoc.org/am/index.htm

2010
February

•	 24th Vertebrate Pest Conference, February 22–25, 
Sacramento, California. http://www.vpconference.org/

For more information, see “News/Announcements” and “Funding 
Opportunities” on the WIPMC Web site. 

Increasing Regional Communication to Improve Orchard Spray Application 
Efficiency
By Franz Niederholzer, University of California Cooperative Extension

Turbo-Mist sprayer in pear orchard near Walnut 
Grove in Sacramento County.
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