CALIFORNIA CUT FLOWER COMMISSION

for the KEE KITAYAMA RESEARCH FOUNDATION

CALL FOR PRE-PROPOSALS 

2003 Funding Year

INSTRUCTIONS

Prepare a brief summary of your research proposal using the headings shown below, in the order listed.  Typing instructions:  a) Minimum of 12 point type, b) Times or Courier font, c) 1" margins: left and right, and 1.5" top.  Please do not exceed two pages.  Pre-proposals exceeding two pages may not be considered.

Title:  Brief and descriptive.

Principal Investigator:  Include name, address, phone, FAX, e-mail, and affiliation.

Investigators and Cooperators: Include names and affiliations.

Objectives:  Concise, statements that define specific objectives of the project.

Abstract:  A 200-word maximum abstract/overview of the project. The summary should be written for a general audience, in layman’s terms.  Technical terms, if defined, are permissible.

Budget Summary:  The total amount being requested and amount of funding sought, if any, from other sources. 

Expected Start Date:  The anticipated start date of the project should be listed within the project preproposal.

Approvals:  Pre-proposals should be co-signed by the investigator(s), cooperators and a representative (if any) of the organization to be involved with the project.

Deadline:  Pre-proposals may be FAXed (831-728-7337).  Pre-proposals will also be accepted via e-mail (ccfc@ccfc.org) or received in the CCFC office by September 20, 2002.  Mail to:


2003 Research Pre-Proposal Review Committee


California Cut Flower Commission


73 Hangar Way


Watsonville, California 95076

If you have any questions regarding the pre-proposal process, please call 831/728-7333.

CALIFORNIA CUT FLOWER COMMISSION

for the KEE KITAYAMA RESEARCH FOUNDATION

POLICY AND PROCEDURES FOR

AWARDING RESEARCH CONTRACTS

FOR THE 2003 FUNDING YEAR

OBJECTIVES OF THE CCFC RESEARCH CONTRACTS PROGRAM ‑ 2003:

A.
That the proposed research is scientifically sound.

B.
That the proposed research result is achievable in the time allotted.

C.
Research should be of benefit to the floral industry; those proposals with immediate 
benefits to the industry are encouraged.

D.
Proposals submitted for educational seminars in the different growing areas are encouraged

REQUEST FOR PRE-PROPOSAL (RFpP) / TARGETED RESEARCH AND EDUCATION AREAS

Research and Education pre-proposals should be stated in exact and precise language. Pre-proposals should be no more than two pages long. The pre-proposal should cover the items listed on the attached Instructions.  Projects requested in 2003 will be targeted in three research areas.  (Note:  Project areas in bold are considered priority areas.  Proposals in other areas will not be considered in this round of funding.)
1. Alternatives to methyl bromide

a. Demonstrative field trials using alternative materials

b. Comparison of non-traditional methods of control such as solarization, bio-fumigation and crop rotation with currently available products

c. Application methodologies to improve efficacy of alternative materials

d. Determination of relative effiacacy of alternative materials and cropping systems against specific nematode, weed and disease causing organisms that affect cut flower crops and their effect on yield and crop economics

e. Summarization of existing data relative to alternative materials and cropping systems and filling in potential data gaps

2. Loss of Crop Protection Materials due to the Food Quality Protection Act

a. Evaluation of pest control materials including “reduced risk” for control of insects, mites, nematodes, weeds and plant pathogens

b. Development of rotational regimes for minimal pesticide use and resistance management in greenhouse and cut flower production

c. Development and evaluation of new methologies as replacements to currently available pest control materials

3. Non-Point Source Pollution including recirculating systems

a. Controlling pathogens in recirculating systems with fungicides and non traditional means

b. Development of economical solutions to the run-off issue in nurseries and farms

c. Biofilters as a solution to storm water runoff, including analysis of potential plant species for maximum results, system design and related issues

4. New Cropping Systems as the relate to the above topics

a. Demonstrate effective new cropping systems to use less chemical inputs with beneficial returns

b. Development of a system to reduce or eliminate pressure from specific pests 

c. Use of growth regulators to minimize pest pressure and pesticide use while maximizing crop yields

PRE-PROPOSAL APPLICATION FORMAT

See pre-proposal instructions.

POLICY FOR AWARDING CONTRACTS ‑ 2003

2003 CCFC contracts are awarded to those research and education projects that have the greatest potential for achieving the objectives of this program, as listed above. Proposals that can demonstrate practical applicable solutions (to a targeted research problem) on a short-term basis will be ranked higher.

FUNDING

Funding of 2003 projects will be on a 12-month basis (February 15, 2003 through February 14, 2004).  Should researcher wish to extend a 2003-funded project into another funding year (2004), that second request would be considered prior to new first-year proposals (for 2004 projects).

The California Cut Flower Commission’s Research & Education committee is responsible for reviewing all research and education preproposals.  Recommendations will then be made to the trustees of the Kee Kitayama Research Foundation.  During 2003, the Kee Kitayama Research Foundation will offer approximately $41,000 for both currently funded (continuing) and new research projects.  New multi-year projects may be submitted (note above paragraph). All projects will be funded on a year-to-year basis with mid-period progress reports and end-of-year final reports required. Funding will not be provided for university overhead costs or purchase of equipment. Currently funded projects of a multi-year nature will be reviewed separately for continued funding prior to new project funding consideration.  

ELIGIBILITY

All types of research organizations including researchers affiliated with public and private institutions of higher education or with other public or private research organizations and individual investigators are encouraged to submit proposals.

PRE-PROPOSAL APPLICATION AND REVIEW PROCESS 

The CCFC Research Review Committee will evaluate then select pre-proposals for expansion to full proposals.  Researchers will be notified on October 10, 2002.  (Full formal proposals will be due November 8, 2002.)

CCFC RESEARCH & EDUCATION REVIEW COMMITTEE

In addition to CCFC Research & Education Committee grower leaders, the Review Committee may include representatives from both public and private research organizations. The Review Committee generally does not include individuals who are submitting proposals.

APPLICATION, REVIEW, AND CONTRACT AWARD SCHEDULE ‑ 2003 PROJECTS

RFpPs are mailed to relevant department heads of universities, extension offices, and USDA offices by July 26, 2002. Pre-proposals will be due at CCFC office (received via USPS, FAXed, or e-mailed to ccfc@ccfc.org) by September 20, 2002.  Pre-proposals will be reviewed October 3.  On Oct. 10 principal investigators will be notified regarding development of full, formal proposals.  Formal proposals will be due (postmarked) by November 8, 2002.  Investigators may be asked to “defend” formal proposals selected on November 19, 2002 commencing the day before the California Cut Flower Commission Committee and Board Meeting.  The exact location of the meeting will be announced at a later date.  Research and education funds for 2003 will be disbursed starting February 15, 2003. One-quarter of the approved funds will be available on February 15, 2003 or when a fully-executed Financial Obligation Agreement is on file with the Foundation office.  One half of the approved funds will be available once the progress report is received mid-way through the project.  The remaining one quarter of the approved funds will be available at the end of the project, once the final report is received in the Foundation office.

REPORTING REQUIREMENTS OF FUNDED PROJECTS ‑ 2003

Progress reports must be written in layman’s terms and completed and filed with the CCFC office by June 30, 2003 for research projects awarded February 15.  A final report, also in layman’s terms, will be due in the CCFC office by Feb. 14, 2004.  Please send a hard copy of the report plus a copy on a diskette in Word for Windows.  Progress reports will be reviewed by the Research and Education Committee and made available to the cut flower growers. The comments of the Research and Education Committee on progress reports will be included in the report to the full Commission on projects to fund for the next year. The Commission will make a final decision on continued funding of multi-year projects when it considers funding for new research projects.  Failure to provide reports as required by the Financial Obligation Agreement signed by the University may result in the exclusion of the principal investigator from future funding cycles.

Principal investigators may also be asked to write a brief newsletter article (in layman’s terms) regarding the progress of their KKRF/CCFC-funded research. The newsletter article should be submitted with the mid-year progress report, if it is not submitted earlier.

Principal investigators of funded projects may be required to make a presentation during a CCFC grower meeting or at a meeting of the committee’s chosing regarding results or progress of CCFC-funded research.  Invitations may be extended to selected investigators.  CCFC will separately reimburse for travel expenses.

RESUMES OF INVESTIGATORS

For each principal investigator, include a resume of no more than one page with RFpP.  Formal (full) proposals should include a resume for each investigator/cooperator/collaborator.

INVOLVEMENT OF INVESTIGATORS AND COOPERATORS

For each investigator and cooperator listed on the proposal, describe the nature of that individual’s involvement with the project and the percentage of their time committed to the project.

START DATE

Please list the expected start date of the project.  

APPROVALS

Pre-proposals should be co-signed by the investigator(s), cooperators, and a representative (if any) of the organization to be involved with the project. 
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